
 

  

 

 

             

   

* * * * * P R E S S  R E L E A S E * * * * * 

 

 

Re: People v. Lynn Gay Hogan, et al; Case No. 17CR09765 

 

Santa Barbara County District Attorney Joyce E. Dudley announced today that on June 27, 2018, 

Leanna Harada, age 43, and Michael Anzivino, age 46, pled guilty to felony charges of theft of public 

funds, forgery, and conspiracy to steal public funds.   

 

Mr. Anzivino also pled guilty to 6 felony counts of money laundering and admitted to an 

enhancement that alleged the theft exceeded $500,000.00. 

 

Charges were filed against Ms. Harada and Mr. Anzivino in September of 2017, after an investigation 

by the Santa Barbara District Attorney’s Office determined that Lynn Hogan, age 48, an Accountant 

II in the Santa Barbara County Public Works Department, had been creating false invoices and 

issuing fraudulent checks over a 9-year period on behalf of several fictitious vendors including Ms. 

Harada and Mr. Anzivino, as well as others that Mr. Anzivino recruited into the conspiracy.   Those 

other persons: Wendy Puchli, Michele Lavin, Michael Elliott, Richard Kaplinski, Christina Huffman, 

and Vincent Anzivino were also charged.   

 

In total, 9 persons were charged as part of the conspiracy that resulted in a $2,051,470.96 loss to 

Santa Barbara County.  With the pleas today by Ms. Harada and Mr. Anzivino, the cases against the 9 

persons charged have been resolved. 

 

Ms. Harada and Mr. Anzivino will return on August 8, 2018 for sentencing at which time Mr. 

Anzivino will be sentenced to 13 years, 8 months in State Prison, and be ordered to pay 

$2,051,470.96 in restitution to Santa Barbara County. 

 

Ms. Harada will be sentenced to 5 years’ probation, 270 days in County Jail, and ordered to pay 

$54,600.00 in restitution to Santa Barbara County.   

 

Ms. Hogan previously pled guilty to felony charges of theft of public funds, forgery, and conspiracy 

to steal public funds and was sentenced on June 6, 2018 to 9 years, 8 months in State Prison, and was 

ordered to pay $2,051,470.96 in restitution to Santa Barbara County.   

 

Additionally, pursuant to California Government Code section 7522.72, Ms. Hogan forfeits all her 

retirement benefits from the County of Santa Barbara earned or accrued from May 27, 2008 to July 

25, 2017. 
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Michelle Lavin, age 58, pled guilty on May 30, 2018 to felony charges of theft of public funds, 

forgery, and conspiracy to steal public funds and will be sentenced on July 11, 2018 to 5 years in 

State Prison, and be ordered to pay $311,918.07 in restitution to Santa Barbara County. 
 

Wendy Puchli, age 50, pled guilty on June 13, 2018 to felony charges of theft of public funds, 

forgery, and conspiracy to steal public funds and will be sentenced on August 8, 2018 to 6 years in 

State Prison, and be ordered to pay $426, 063.88 in restitution to Santa Barbara County. 

 

Christina Huffman pled guilty on May 20, 2018 to felony charges of theft of public funds, forgery, 

and conspiracy to steal public funds and will be sentenced on July 18, 2018 to 5 years’ probation, 180 

days in County Jail, and be ordered to pay $28,517.50 in restitution to Santa Barbara County. 

 

Michael Elliott, who cashed a fraudulent check in 2012 for $10,421.00 will make full restitution to 

Santa Barbara County and the charges against him will be dismissed. 

 

Because of evidence that they may have been unwitting accomplices in the conspiracy, the charges 

against Richard Kaplinski and Vincent Anzivino were dismissed. 

 

According to District Attorney Joyce Dudley, “The successful prosecution of this case would not 

have been possible without the cooperation of multiple Santa Barbara County departments, the 

thorough and rigorous investigation of Supervising District Attorney Investigator Chris Clement and 

the excellent leadership of Senior Deputy District Attorney Brian Cota. This theft was a direct assault 

upon the People of Santa Barbara County. It is my hope that this timely disposition and the ensuing 

state prison sentences will send a clear message to others.” 

 

* * * * * 

 
 
 
 

 

 


